


Marine debris is  
a problem we can solve together. 
Reduce, reuse, recycle, and participate 
in local beach or stream cleanups. If we 
each do a little, together we can make a 
big difference.

www.MarineDebris.noaa.gov
The majority of Fishing for Energy ports are in the Northeast, with 24 ports participating from Virginia to 
Maine. http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/projects/fishing4energy.html

Rhode Island Clean Sweep
Clean the Bay launched Clean Sweep I in August 2006 with funding from NOAA and non-federal entities, 
with subsequent funds being received in 2007, 2009, 2010, and 2011 to continue work. The project 
has been an outstanding success, with a remarkable amount of on-the-ground work to remove marine 
debris from Narragansett Bay, and has expanded outside the Bay into the other coastal areas of Rhode 
Island. The goal of Clean Sweep is to implement a “clean sweep” of debris – including the remnants of 
barges, boats, docks, lobster pots, buoys, large bundles of monofilament fiber, other derelict fishing gear, 
telephone poles and pilings, tires, and countless other forms of garbage that have littered our coastal 
shores for decades. From August 2006 to September 2010, Clean the Bay removed over 1,420 tons of 
debris from Rhode Island shores and waters. http://www.cleanthebay.org/

Research on Derelict 
Fishing Gear Impacts to the 
Massachusetts Lobster Fishery
Through this research, the Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries will begin 
to assess the potential biological and 
economic impacts derelict gear associated 
with the Massachusetts American lobster 
trap fishery. This project was funded 
through a NOAA–National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation grant opportunity in 2009 
and should be completed in early 2012. 
Little is known about the magnitude and 
consequences of derelict fishing gear in this 
fishery. The three goals of this project are to 
1) determine the mortality rates of lobsters 
and other commercially important species 
captured in ghost-fishing American lobster pots, 2) determine the degradation rates of ghost-fishing lobster 
traps in Massachusetts waters, and 3) assess the magnitude of gear loss in this fishery. Results from this 
project will allow an estimate of the landings lost to the fishery due to ghost-fishing lobster traps. 

Derelict fishing gear includes any fishing gear lost, abandoned, or discarded, 
including lobster pots. Photo courtesy of MA Division of Marine Fisheries.
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