
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Contact: Carey Morishige, 808-397-2651 x256 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
John Ewald, 301-713-3066 Dec. 14, 2009 

NOAA Assesses Post-Tsunami Marine Debris in American Samoa 

A NOAA team has begun a survey of marine debris generated by the devastating 
September 29 tsunami in American Samoa. The team is carefully measuring the amount and 
impact of debris such as roofing and domestic goods in coral reef habitat near villages severely 
affected by the tsunami. 

Since arriving in the area on November 29, NOAA personnel have been working with 
territorial agency representatives, village mayors, local news outlets, and other federal agencies 
on all aspects of the operation, including determining survey areas, outreach to communities 
and equipment logistics. 

“We’re working alongside other territorial and federal agencies and numerous volunteers 
on cleanup and restoration efforts.” said Jeff LaDouce, director of the NOAA National Weather 
Service Pacific Region and NOAA’s lead in American Samoa recovery efforts. “They’re 
excellent resources and partners in efforts to ensure safe and healthy waterways.” 

Tsunamis are a natural occurrence, and corals can recover from damage by waves, 
sediment and plant debris resulting from a tsunami. However, marine debris, whether from a 
tsunami or overflowing trash can, is a different story. 

“The very products that make our lives more comfortable — things like corrugated metal 
roofs, plastic garbage bins, and bulky mattresses — can wreak havoc when they're deposited 
on coral reefs. And they can continue to move around in big waves, increasing the footprint of 
their damage,” said Kris McElwee, NOAA’s marine debris on-site coordinator.  

Several areas have been surveyed by NOAA divers including waters off two of the 
hardest hit villages, Amanave and Leone, as well as the Fagatele Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary. While some marine debris has been removed, including over 1,200 pounds of debris 
from Leone Bay, NOAA’s priority is measuring and documenting the impacts of the debris. 

“We’re glad that we can assist in these important efforts, and step by step, help 
American Samoa towards recovery,” said Kyle Koyanagi, NOAA marine debris field operations 
lead. 

NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of 
the ocean to the surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine 
resources. Visit http://www.noaa.gov. 

On the Web: 

NOAA Marine Debris Program: http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov 
NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program: http://coralreef.noaa.gov/ 

http:http://coralreef.noaa.gov
http:http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov
http:http://www.noaa.gov
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Editor Note:  
Photos and video are available online: 
http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/projects/amsamoatsunami.html 

Release also available at: 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20091214_tsunamidebris.html 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20091214_tsunamidebris.html
http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/projects/amsamoatsunami.html

