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This map includes all debris reported to NOAA 
as possible tsunami debris since December 2011. 
Confirmed sightings (red triangle) indicate 
objects that were identified and traced back to 
the tsunami impact area. Potential sightings 
(yellow circle) indicate objects that may be 
linked to the tsunami, based on location, type, 
and markings, but that may not have the unique 
identifiers necessary, such as a serial number or 
contact information, to confirm its origin.

Marine debris is an everyday problem, and not 
all debris found on U.S. shorelines is from 
Japan. It is important to note that potential 
sightings may not be from the tsunami impact 
area, but items lost or abandoned before or after 
the tsunami from sources around the Pacific 
Rim. For more information regarding tsunami 
marine debris from Japan please visit: http://
marinedebris.noaa.gov/tsunamidebris
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