FY2021 Marine Debris Research
Funding Opportunity Number: NOAA-NOS-ORR-2021-2006620
Applicants must follow the LOI and full application requirements stated in the funding announcement, or they may not be considered. The LOI submission is a critical step to determine if proposed projects are well suited for this specific competition. The goal of the LOI is to streamline the review process by inviting full applications only from those applicants whose projects are most likely to support NOAA's marine debris research priorities, and for NOAA MDP to be able to provide feedback and guidance on invited application ideas.  

Submit LOIs as an email attachment to grants.marinedebris@noaa.gov by 11:59 pm EDT on November 5, 2020. Please put “FY2021 Marine Debris Research Letter of Intent (LOI)” in the email subject heading.

In the LOI, applicants must indicate clearly which priorities their project proposes to address, and how.

The LOI must be no more than two (2) pages in length. It should be single-spaced, using 11- or 12-point Times New Roman or Arial font, with one-inch margins, and should provide a concise description of the proposed work and its relevance to the competition’s priorities. A third page may be submitted showing only project site maps, diagrams and/or photographs. If the LOI is incomplete, does not meet the guidelines above, or is submitted late, it may not be considered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Those applicants invited to submit a full proposal will receive an email notification containing feedback and full-proposal submission instructions from NOAA MDP. 

NOAA MDP will assess whether the proposed approach is appropriate, focused on the identified priorities, and whether the LOI clearly explains how project activities will be carried out. Specifically, LOIs will be evaluated using the following criteria and weighting:
· The LOI effectively addresses the marine debris research priorities described in this funding opportunity. The proposed research advances the current state of marine debris knowledge about said priorities and is scientifically significant. (25%)
· The LOI has clear objectives with identification of a specific research question(s) or testable hypothesis(es) that will advance the state of knowledge of marine debris on the fate and transport pathways of debris and fragmentation and degradation. The overall method/approach is well-organized and is appropriate to addressing the project’s questions with a scientifically sound experimental design and technical feasibility. The timeline for the project is reasonable. (50%)
· The extent to which the proposed research addresses specific natural resource or waste management objectives/applications, and whether collaboration with local natural resource and/or waste managers or industry is pursued (25%).



Sample LOI outline on next page  ▼


A. Project Title – [Enter Title]
B. Lead PI and confirmed Co-PI names, department(s), institution(s), phone number(s), and email address(es). The Lead PI must be listed as the point of contact, not the institution's sponsored research representative. Also list additional confirmed participating organizations. If there is participation from veterans, minority-serving institutions, and/or entities that work in underserved areas, please indicate that here.
C. Organization name – [Enter the submitting institution's name]
D. Project Synopsis – Enter a project synopsis that describes the proposed research activities and contains the following:
a. Statement of need (outline the conceptual advancements of the research as well as expected significance of the project)
b. State the hypothesis (or hypotheses) to be tested (or specific research questions to be asked)
c. Methods: Summarize the proposed research design/approach, including study location(s), and plans for data analysis
d. Explain how results will be useful to the scientific community at large 
E. Management Objective - Summarize how the proposed work links to a specific management plan or management objective (e.g., waste reduction or trash capture), or describe how collaboration with local policy makers will transpire
F. Project Timing – [Enter a brief project timeline]
G. Project Funding – [Enter the project’s approximate cost (total, not itemized), include both the federal request and the non-federal match contribution] 
